
Algorithm Requirement Update

Federal Meteorological Handbook (FMH-1) is available for download from the OS-21
HERBB web page. FMH-1, Paragraph 2.6.6, Algorithms Used by Automated Stations,
states “Automated stations shall use algorithms that conform with the latestFederal
Standard Algorithms for Automated Weather Observing Systemspublished by the
OFCM."

The "Federal Standard Algorithms for Automated Weather Observing Systems used for
Aviation Purposes, as maintained by the NWS ASOS CCB", is also available for
download from the OS-21 HERBB web page. It is broken down into eight separate
documents, one for each of the eight chapters. The diagrams were lost in the electronic
reformatting. When the Program Office receives hard copies of the diagrams, they can be
faxed to you upon request. Note that any reference to SAO in the documents can be
ignored since the switch over from SAO to METAR is complete. Also, the N-2 Diagrams
are not current and can be ignored.

The “Federal Standard Algorithms for Automated Weather Observing Systems used for
Aviation Purposes” are the OS-21 fixed-base system threshold (minimum) requirement
for algorithms, with the exception of the following algorithms:

a. Paragraph 7.2 SAO/METAR Operating Mode Switchover Algorithm
b. Paragraph 7.4 SAO Formatting Algorithm
c. Paragraph 7.9.3.3 Airline Display Formatting
d. Paragraph 7.9.3.4 Navy ATC Display Formatting
e. Paragraph 6.10 Sunshine Algorithm
f. Paragraph 7.8 The Standard Hydrometeorological Exchange Format (SHEF)
g. Paragraph 6.9 Snow Depth [though sensing snow depth is not a threshold

(minimum) requirement, it is identified as an objective requirement in the OS-21
ORD, and is therefore an objective algorithm]

A description of the FAA RVR Algorithm is available as hard copy only.


